A show of this ma&mtude

six months of preparation,

would usuall

but Mazur did it m a month.
- For the amount of time we had,

Marguerite to go oul and de scmething
snd she come back a little later and say
OE. that's done, and she just kept st it”
The lineup was determined hoth from a
produsbion slandpeint, snd from an histor-
feal wiswpaint, the evolution of the blues,
The ielea was Le showe the transition from

the Missizsippi Delta roots, with Honevboy

Edwards and Eobert Lockwood, Ir, tao the
Chicago blues and Buddy Guy. Historically,
reany of these musicians wera all from
deowmn zouth; the problem was thal Lhers
just wasn't enough weork in Mississippi, so
they moved nerth to the big cily. The
"Legends” story ended, really, in the Gosin
Chicagno, with Buddy Guy.

Heveyhoy Edwards and Rabert
Lockwood, It peth had 20 minules, Howlin®
wilf and tuddy Waters Band had 50 min-
utes cach, Litlle Bllon bacd frorm 12 Pivi to
10y, then Buddy Guy, the headliner, from
120 te 11 Maybe Roberl Lockwood, Irowas
alittle upset ahout that order, but that had
roiore Lo dowith his being part of the his-
tary lesson than his place in the lineup.

Thee younger artists {it in more gt the
last mimute, Shaehorning special guests
o a three-hear show was tough, “ledf
wag there with the haoking, T told him
webio Dweanted, snd he tweaked it around
and coniracted them through his cornpa-
ry,” Einzig said. "Buddy held us up a little
on the meney, but it warked oul” Johe
Mayer, [or exemple, was callad up to sit in
oly tweo days betore, Tefl Wiener contact
ed Warren Haynes, sc that's howe Warren
Haynes — wiho spent the whele day with
the group — happened to be onboard,

Teff also booked the liphts, handled
these kings of logistics, which were con-
siderable and ongoing. Einzip for example,
got the confirmatien from Buddy Suy lit-
erally at the hospital where hus brother
aned his hrother's wife were having a baby.
Fo tirme olf, and thank Ged for cell phones,

The averall cngoing problem was mek-
irg sure the production was going well,
and tightening up the details to make sure
ey Base was covered; that job fell ta
Marguerite Deifch "It was like planning a
weecliding a thoeusand times over” said
Deitch, whao was effectively bolh
Information Central and Traffic Cop for all
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we slammed.”

the onatage and behind-the-scenes folks
imrabaed "The deys just flews by, hecanse
wie weere sweating the details " The major
prolagesisls put in1d hour davs Tor twa
weeks before the concert.

Marpuerite Deitch coordinated every-
hady together: the sponsers, Tell Wiener
and alher agents, Lineoln Jenter, and
Lincaln Center Charge, which handled tick
el sales. She handled the limos, the ground
tranzportation, the halels, Wiener's office
handled the flights. She haoked aboul 40
rocrms &l the Dream Hotel far the bands,
for exarnple, cutting a rough deal at the
begirning for the bands wnd their roadies
arud, as time progressed, tightened it up
and filled in Lhe details. Finestopisina
wheelchair, for instance, so he needed Lo
e near he clevator, and Buddy Gy
requested a room on a separate foor,
wanling Lo skay aany Trom the noise,
Finetop asked for a MacDonald's haro-
burger, and got cne.

Fach nand oot an hour to rehearse, und
Lhert ooy on the day of the concert — a
mini-rehearsal, more of an exlended sound
check tharn a rehearsal. The idea was to
keep the show sounding [resh and sponta
necis. “The most amazing thing to me,
probably of the whaols LL}ILLETL. wias the
ruddy Waters Band rehearsal” Einzig said.
They wiere right there, tight in the pocket
frorm the very beginning, two secends inlo
i It was magic” Michael dMazur was there
aarly, too, and remembers scund check —
“all those fabulous rmusicians on that heau-
tiful stage” — 8z a high peint for him.

Mosl ol the artists had played together
somewhers zlong the line, although
Euldy Suy had never plaved weith Little
Rilten before, Most of thern have been
perlormming for forty, fifty years or more,
Homeyhoy Edwards is go. Finetop Perkins
is gz, which means that Pinetop's probably
neen playing blues piano longer thun the
gverage fmetican will live, Mevertheless,
Finzig noted, "Bverybody rehesrsed except
Sartl Ly, whie got last, but Tthink that
Tends to nappen wilth Serm, be didn't make
the bas" Willy Big-Tye Smith sat in on
driarns for rehiearsal, instead of Sam.

The produstion plan was that Mejo

uford sing in rehearsal, and then Mojo

sang anstege. Later, it turned out that
Finetop had wanted Lo sing. "I never knew
he wanted 10" Binzig said. "We jusl hesrd
about it later, when we went to do the
Eehahoth show in Tune, and his mansger,
Fat dorgan, said This Lime Pinetop wants
to sing. Of course, he sang”

Erncee Kon Dazhow is on-air from 4 'l
2 7R s he ducked ous of the stalion a lit
i carly and made it te Lineeln Center just
nefare the show, "We seo so many con
cerls. Sarmne sre good, some are great, same
don’t live up to our cxpectalions. This was
che of e special nights in my life, right
up there with introducing Stevie Ray
Waughan at Carnegie Hallin igga”

Production Manager Bill Carlion took it
gll in stride. "I'm an CzFest survivor, I'm
used to doing forly Liucks, 6o busses. This
was @ plece of cake —alof of nice old gen-
tlernen whe oot off when | teld them fo
Carlton put sverything on one set go there
was 1o changeover lime. The anly one
wha needed setup was Buddy Ouy, As
Carltcn put il, "Buddy doesnt share his
amp with arybody”

Most people in the industry privately
confirm that some performers — of what-
Ve age — can have that "big star” atti-
tude, but with athers, say, a BE King, you
don'L see ik I may sound mivstical, but you
can hear itin the music, the genuine heart
thal they have Some performers are just
going through the maolions, but sorme guys,
like BE King, would be playing ne matter

what, and the crowsd can feel Lhat, that it's
Lhe real deal. "Legends" was the real deal.
Ithough he does represent
some younger blues artists,
most of Wiener's clients are
“Legends” types, older Blues
guns, who, arcording to
Wizner, are easier to wark with, They've
been there, been ground the werld, and
knowr what it takes to get the job done;
they're professionel. Wiener makes a point
towork with artists who have thal profes-
sicnalism because, he says, he dossn't
wiant to assooiate himself with problerns.

Cn e subject of professionalism,
Lincoln Center has it in spades. 15 alse as
wnicr as unice can be. The showr starts at
eight o'cleck, and it it's nol concluded by 1
I Lhere's 3 huge B, se Bingig had exact-
iy three hours to pull it off. "One yvear I did
a shees at Mudison Square Garden with
Little Richard, Tion, and Litlle Anthony 8
the lrnperials where Terry Lee Lewis was
supposed to go onal g:530 Pu, but he s




